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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 041037 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/CE : GACHESTER : DHT 

APPROVED BY EUR:RDVINE 

EUR/CE:DANDERSON 

EUR/SOV:DHERSPRING 

L/EUR:JWILLIS 

EUR/P:FSEIDNER 

S/S-MR. BRIDGES 

240123 019795/62 

O 240005Z FEB 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION USBERLIN IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 041037 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, US, WB, UK, FR, UR 

SUBJECT: ATTEMPTED SUICIDE BY RUDOLF HESS 
REF: USBERLIN 539; BONN 3233; USBERLIN 551 

1 . DEPT BELIEVES IT UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT THAT PRESS WILL 
NOT HEAR OF HESS' SUICIDE ATTEMPT. NO COMMENT LINE WILL 
ONLY CAUSE SPECULATION TO BUILD WHETHER HE IS STILL ALIVE. 

HOWEVER, WE RECOGNIZE DIFFICULTY WITH SOVIETS WHICH 
PUBLICITY COULD CAUSE, IN PARTICULAR IN GAINING THEIR 
AGREEMENT TO HESS' REMOVAL TO BRITISH HOSPITAL FOR 
OBSERVATION. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 041037 

2. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, WE BELIEVE NO COMMENT 
PRESS LINE SHOULD BE ADHERED TO ONLY UNTIL QUESTION OF 
MEDICAL OBSERVATION IS SETTLED. THEREAFTER WE BELIEVE 
ALLIES SHOULD BE PREPARED TO GIVE BRIEF FACTUAL STATEMENT 
ON AN "IF ASKED" BASIS. 

3. US REP SHOULD THEREFORE SEEK ALLIED AGREEMENT NOW ON 
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CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE. IN OUR VIEW, THIS SHOULD BE 
LIMITED TO CONFIRMATION THAT HESS APPARENTLY ATTEMPTED TO 
COMMIT SUICIDE AND IS UNDER MEDICAL OBSERVATION. 

4. DEPARTMENT APPROVES PLAN FOR DEALING WITH UPCOMING 
VISIT OF HESS’ SON DESCRIBED IN PARA. 3 OF USBERLIN 551. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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